GREAT    MURDER    TRIALS

as he staggered across the room and collapsed with her
on the mattress, she died. The realization that had corne
to Mahon, now struck Norman Thorne with equal strength.
He was dazed and nearly out of his mind. He rushed out
of the hut with the intention of getting a doctor's help.
But the night air brought with it the chill dread that he
would be immediately accused of murder. He stayed
throughout the night in an agony of despair, and at dawn
his mind was made up. He cut the body to pieces and
dug a shallow grave. The body was buried again at
Willesden. On February 4, however, another post-
mortem examination was made by Sir Bernard Spilsbury
and Dr. Bronte. Sir Bernard was to be called by the
Crown : Dr. Bronte by the defence. These two experts
had formed different opinions, and were to give in Court
precisely opposite views of the circumstances in which
Elsie Cameron had died.

Curtis outlined the case for the Crown as being that
Elsie had become a nuisance to Thorne because of his
affection for the other girl. " That evening of December 5,
Thorne murdered Elsie Cameron, and having murdered
her he cut up her body and disposed of it. From that
time he told lies continually until finally, when the body
was found, he made a statement."

Mr. Cassels had prepared a magnificent defence. He
was fortunate in having an opinion from Dr. Bronte,
the great pathologist, that was favourable to his case.
He proceeded to prove by cross-examination that Elsie
Cameron was a girl of highly nervous temperament, and
had previously threatened to commit suicide. He put it
that, though she was wrong, she sincerely believed she
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